MURRAY STATE UNI VERSI TY
COURSE SYLLABUS OUTLI NE

DEPARTMENT:  AGRI CULTURE

COURSE NUMBER: AGR 635 CREDI T HOURS: 3
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Tl TLE:

Research Met hodol ogy

CATALOG DESCRI PTI ON:

Sel ection, planning and conduct of investigation
with reference to alternative scientific nethods.
Oriented toward all the disciplines of Industry and
Technol ogy. Students present research probl ens
coordinated with their advisor.

PURPOSE:

Fam liarize students with the various approaches
that can be used to conduct a scientific study.

COURSE OBJECTI VES:

The objective of the course is to train a person to
prepare a thesis or research report using
principl es

of the scientific nmethod.

CONTENT QUTLI NE:

The Scientific Method.

Revi ew a nunber of statistical procedures used in
scientific studies.

Revi ew a nunber of research probl ens.

Preparation of a research report.

| NSTRUCTI ONAL ACTI VI TI ES:

Traditional Lecture -- assigned statistical

pr obl ens

-- guest speakers
-- library assignnents
Much enphasis is placed on review ng the

literature.
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FI ELD AND CLI NI CAL EXPERI ENCES:

None

RESOURCES:

Cl assroom

Slide projector

Resource persons for guest |ectures
Li brary

GRADI NG PROCEDURES:

The grade in this course will be based on the com
pl etion of a research paper and one exam The re-
search paper is to include statenment of the
problem a thorough review of the literature,
experi ment al

procedure, and statistical nethods to be used with
this problem

Since nmobst students will not have had enough tine
accumul ate sufficient data for their study, the re-
sults and di scussion part of the report will not be
required.

In general the grades in this class are assigned as
fol |l ows:

90% - A
80% - B
70% - C
60% - D

| may use ny professional judgnment to |ower this
curve based on the performance of the high
i ndi viduals in class.

No extra work my be done to raise an individual’s
gr ade.

ATTENDANCE POLI CY:

This course adheres to the policy published in the
MSU Graduate Bulletin.
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ACADEM C HONESTY POLI CY:

Cheating, plagiarism (submtting another person’s
materials as one’s own), or doing work for another
person who will receive academic credit are all

I nperm ssible. This includes the use of

unaut hori zed books, notebooks, or other sources in
order to secure or give help during an exam nati on,
t he unaut hori zed copyi ng of exam nati ons,
assignnents, reports, or term papers, or the
presentati on of unacknow edged materials as if it
were the student’s own work. Disciplinary action
may be taken beyond the academ c discipline
adm ni stered by the faculty nmenber who teaches the
course in which the cheating took place.

NOTE: The Departnent of Agriculture Faculty have
adopted and i npl enmented an Academ ¢ Honesty Policy
in addition to the University Honesty Policy. The
policy sets guidelines regarding acts of

di shonesty and the procedure to foll ow should an

event occur. It is each Agriculture Student’s
responsibility to obtain and read a copy of this
docunent. The Departnents Academ c Honesty Policy

can be obtained by asking for a copy from any
Agriculture Faculty nmenber or the Secretary.

TEXT AND REFERENCES:

No text required.

PREREQUI SI TES:

It is preferable to have had a course in beginning
statistics.



