MURRAY STATE UNI VERSI TY
COURSE SYLLABUS OUTLI NE

DEPARTMENT:  AGRI CULTURE

COURSE NUMBER: AGR 339 CREDI T HOURS: 3

l. TI TLE:

Comput er Applications for Agriculture

. CATALOG DESCRI PTI ON

A course designed to devel op an understandi ng of practical know edge
of the use of conputers with respect to their application to problem
solving within agriculture. Students will receive hands-on
experience in applying a variety of agricultural specific software
to problens in agriculture and agricultural business nmanagenent.

M. PURPOSE:

To devel op an appreciation, understandi ng, and practical application
of conputer applications for agriculture.

I V. COURSE OBJECTI VES:
New Teacher Standards 3, 8, 9
As a result of participation in this course, students wll:

1. devel op an understandi ng of agricultural conputer termn nol ogy
and functions.

2. develop skills in using applications software for decision
maki ng in agriculture including recordkeeping, agricultura
finance, agricultural business managenent, animal science,
pl ant and soil science, agricultural education, aninml health,
horticulture and agricultural nmechanization

V. CONTENT OUTLI NE

1. Basic conmputer systenms and hardware.

Common DOS and W ndows commands, "booting" and operating
sof t war e.

Word processing.

Dat a bases.

Spr eadsheet s.

Basi ¢ programmi ng.

Educati on systens.

Farm records, accounting and anal ysis (Cashmaster System and
Mar keti ng systens.

9. Mechani zati on systens.

10. Livestock systens.

11. Croppi ng systens.

12. M scel |l aneous software.
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1. Cdassroomactivity - lecture and discussion to assist hands-on
conmput er assisted solving of agriculture related probl ens.

2. Assignnments - witten and oral

3. Denonstrations - how to use software prograns.

4. Laboratory assignments (to be kept in three-ring notebook).

FI ELD, CLI NI CAL AND/ OR LABORATORY EXPERI ENCES:

Students will conduct an exercise consisting of analyzing conputer
usage in two agricultural situations in farm ng, business or
i ndustry. Also, students will be assigned to a group to

research and denonstrate agricultural software
RESOURCES:

At least 10 - 3 1/2" diskettes

Hand hel d pocket cal cul ator

Three-ring hardback not ebook

Sufficient plastic diskette holders to hold 10 di skettes.
Felt-tip pen, paper and stick-on labels to properly identify
al | diskettes used.

SHEE I

GRADI NG PROCEDURES:

Laboratory Assignnents - 300
Tests and Qui zzes - 400
Fi el d Experience Report - 100
At t endance - 300
Sof t ware Research Denonstration/ - 100
Presentation
1200

Letter grades will be assigned fromthe follow ng scale:

92-100 A

82- 91 B

75- 81 C

70- 75 D

L70 E

Al'l assignnents are expected at the begi nning of the period on the

date due. Late assignnents will be accepted the next class period

for 1/2 credit. Extra work at the end of senmester to raise grade is
not al | owed.

ATTENDANCE POLI CY

This course adheres to the policy published in the MSU Undergraduate
Bul | etin.

ACADEM C HONESTY POLI CY:

Cheating, plagiarism (submtting another person’s
materials as one’s own), or doing work for another
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person who will receive acadenm c credit are al

i nperm ssible. This includes the use of unauthorized
books, notebooks, or other sources in order to secure
or give help during an exam nation, the unauthorized
copyi ng of exam nations, assignments, reports, or term
papers, or the presentation of unacknow edged materials
as if it were the student’s own work. Disciplinary
action nmay be taken beyond the academ c discipline
adm ni stered by the faculty nmenber who teaches the
course in which the cheating took place.

TEXT AND REFERENCES:

Newman, M chael E. Conputer Applications in Agriculture and

Agri business. Interstate Printers and Publishers. Danville,
[1linois, 1994.
Optional: Legacy, James, Tom Stitt and Fred Reseau. M cro-conputing-

in Agriculture. Reston Publishing Conpany,Inc. Reston, Virginia
22090.

Canp, Foster, More, More. M croconputers-Applications-for
Students-in-Agriculture. Interstate Printers and Publishers.
Danville, Illinois, 1988.

PREREQUI SI TES:

None
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NANME

LOCAL ADDRESS

PHONE #

CLASSI FI CATI ON

HAVE YOU PREVI OUSLY HAD A COMPUTER CLASS?

NO

YES

PLEASE LI ST

PLEASE DESCRI BE YOUR COMPUTER EXPERI ENCE.

WHAT ARE YOU EXPECTI NG TO LEARN FROM THI S COURSE?

WHEN WOULD YOU PREFER HAVI NG AN OPEN COVPUTER LAB
(MORNI NG, NOON, OR NI GHT - BE SPECIFI C)?



